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Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day!
The first day of Spring is March 19th!!!!

Payments that are due on April 1st:
Seasonal Campsites
Lake Dock Leases
Rental Dock Leases

Annuals that expire on March 31st:
Watercraft Annuals
OHV Annuals
We accept cash, check, Visa, Mastercard, and Discover. Payments can be made by prior to
April 1st by stopping in the park office Monday through Friday 7am - 3pm or over the
phone by calling 217-889-3901.

From the Desk of the Executive Director
Hello Folks,
Looks like winter has passed and we are approaching Spring! With the warmer weather brings the reopening of dock’s,
camping areas along with watercraft maintenance. I would just like to remind you to be safe check all electrical connections, water connections and loose bolts or packed stone.
We here at CCPD Mill Creek Park are looking forward to the start of the season April 01 stay safe Happy Spring!

Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Tippett
Executive Director

Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
and help stop the spread of rumors.

Diseases can make anyone sick
regardless of their race or ethnicity.
People of Asian descent, including
Chinese Americans, are not more likely to get COVID-19 than any other
American. Help stop fear by letting
people know that being of Asian descent does not increase the chance of
getting or spreading COVID-19.

The risk of getting COVID-19 in the
U.S. is currently low.
Some people who have traveled to places where many people have gotten sick
with COVID-19 may be monitored by
health officials to protect their health and
the health of other people in the community.

Someone who has completed quarantine or has been released from isolation does not pose a risk of infection
to other people.
For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s
coronavirus disease

Please visit the CDC site for more information and updates concerning the
coronavirus at:
You can help stop COVID-19 by knowing the signs and symptoms:





Fever
Cough
Shortness of breath
Seek medical advice if you

There are simple things you can do to
help keep yourself and others healthy.



Wash your hands often with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds, especially
after blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing; going to the bathroom; and
before eating or preparing food.

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
Develop symptoms
mouth with unwashed hands.
AND
Have been in close contact with a person
 Stay home when you are sick.
known to have COVID-19 or live in or have Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue,
recently traveled from an area with ongothen throw the tissue in the trash.
ing spread of COVID-19. Call ahead before
you go to a doctor’s office or emergency
room. Tell them about your recent travel
and your symptoms.


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019
-ncov/about/share-facts.html?
CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%
2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%
2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fshare-factsstop-fear.html

C Section
This year, the new camping season comes with some new changes to the
C Section! We have added 4 new campsites, which includes an ADA site, to
C Section which required the renumbering of the former sites C12 through C24 to
C12 through C28.
The Hickory Cabin has been relocated to C Section and its location is indicated on
the map below.

It is no secret that Mill Creek Lake and Park is undergoing some much needed changes. Over the past several years, the new administration and staff have been working hard to rebuild or replace some ongoing issues around the park along with working towards adding new amenities that will be beneficial to our taxpayers and patrons. All of these changes come with a hefty price tag
and some of the needed upgrades and rehabilitation are not seen from inside the park.
Recently, Clark County Park District applied for and has been awarded two different grants by the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources Office of Grant Management, these grants are to complete the rehabilitation of certain areas of the park and to help us
provide some additional recreational opportunities for you to enjoy.
The first grant the park was awarded was the OHV (Off Highway Vehicle) Grant. Over the past several years and over the past several administrations, the OHV trails have not been at the forefront of our maintenance goals, leaving the trails to the fate of the
riders and Mother Nature. These trails have become overgrown in places and have areas where trees have taken over. The trends
for Off Highway Vehicles are changing in the respect that side by sides are becoming more popular than ever which requires a maximum width of 96” on our trail system to allow for side by side use.
With this being said, Clark County Park District applied and wrote for a grant to help the park upgrade and rehabilitate the OHV
Trails area. We were recently were awarded this grant which will fund 100% of the upgrade and rehabilitation project.
The maintenance crew will spend the next year cutting back the overgrown brush from the trails, widening the trails to accommodate the side by side community, and restructuring the trails along with installing rip rap and culverts to help with the erosion of
the trails which will help control the silt that runs into the lake. The maintenance crew will then build a motocross scramble area
using up to three acres of land. Lastly there will also be a bathroom built at the Trailhead which will have running water and serve
as a storm shelter for those out enjoying the OHV area of the park.
The second grant that we were awarded was the OSLAD (Open Space Land Acquisition and Development) Grant. This grant allows
for the funding of 50% of this total project. Over several years, the incoming and outgoing boat ramp and parking area have become dilapidated due to the age of the asphalt as well as the flowing of rain water eating at the surface and eroding the edges of
this area.
The project will include the complete removal and replacement of the asphalt ramp/parking area. This will be replaced with concrete along with the installation of a storm drainage system and concrete curbs to direct the rain water flow to the lake in a much
more efficient manner. New street lighting will be installed along with the picnic table at the launch area will be replaced by a picnic pavilion to provide a place for people to wait for their boat to pick them up, to sit and watch the boats go in and out, or a place
to have a nice picnic lunch overlooking the water in the launch area.
This grant will also allow the park to install Kayak chutes to the existing courtesy docks in the launch area. Kayaks are being seen
more frequently on the lake and they struggle to get in and out of the water on the concrete boat ramp. This will provide them
with a safer launching area out of the way of the overwhelming boat traffic and will be the first public chutes installed in Clark
County.
Another area of concern is the former electric rental docks that were recently damaged to the point that the park will not be able
to repair them properly for public use. Although the park will be repurposing a portion of those old docks, the docks at the bottom
of the handicapped ramp will be removed leaving a void and no purpose for this ramp where Clark County Park District will then
install a 10’ x 20’ ADA accessible fishing pier.
Clark County Park District is treading forward with its mission statement in mind. We are creating additional recreational opportunities for a more diverse group of patrons in the hope of continuing to provide a little something for everyone. Not only will Clark
County Park District be providing additional recreational opportunities, we will also be adding to the ease of use of other recreational areas, which will provide areas where you can sit back and just enjoy the many beautiful views that your park has to offer.

Clark County Park District Administration

Spring Shells and Cheese
Ingredients


















2 pounds medium zucchini
Kosher salt
1 stick unsalted butter
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
Pinch of cayenne pepper
Freshly ground black pepper
6 cups whole milk
4 sprigs fresh thyme
3 bay leaves
Grated zest of 1/2 lemon
1 pound medium pasta shells
4 shallots, minced
2 large egg yolks, lightly beaten
4 ounces parmesan cheese, grated
about 1 cup)
4 ounces gruyere cheese, grated
(about 1 1/4 cups)
4 ounces baby spinach

Directions
1. Grate the zucchini into a colander using the large holes of a box grater. Toss with 1 tablespoon
salt, then place in the sink to drain, about 15 minutes. Squeeze out the excess liquid.
2. Meanwhile, melt 4 tablespoons butter in a large saucepan over medium heat. Add the flour, nutmeg, cayenne, 2 teaspoons salt, and black pepper to taste and mix with a wooden spoon to
make a paste. Cook, stirring, until the paste puffs slightly, about 3 minutes. Slowly whisk in the
milk, then add the thyme, bay leaves and lemon zest and bring to a boil, stirring. Reduce the heat
and simmer until thickened slightly, about 25 minutes. Strain into a bowl; discard the herbs.
3. Meanwhile, position a rack in the upper third of the oven and preheat to 425 degrees F. Bring a
large pot of salted water to a boil; add the pasta and cook until al dente, about 8 minutes. Drain
and add to the sauce.
4. Melt the remaining 4 tablespoons butter in a skillet over medium heat. Add the shallots and cook
until translucent, 2 to 3 minutes. Add the zucchini and cook, stirring, until almost tender, about 4
minutes. Add the zucchini mixture to the pasta along with the egg yolks and all but 3 tablespoons
of both cheeses; stir to combine, then add the spinach.
5. Transfer the mixture to a 9-by-13-inch baking dish and sprinkle with the reserved cheeses. Bake
until browned on top and heated through, 25 to 30 minutes. Let rest 10 minutes before serving.

Source: https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/food-network-kitchen/spring-shells-and-cheeserecipe-1972840

Camper’s Clean Up Weekend
March 27-28
**Weather Permitting**
Clean up will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
March 27 at the Concession Stand

Volunteers will receive FREE CAMPING
March 27th-March 28th

Veda will be serving Chili for lunch at 12
noon at the Concession Stand

For questions or more information:
217-889-3901

We still have a handful of seasonal sites available!
Please call the park office for more information!
217-889-3901

